Intraluminal mucin pool in mucinous gastric adenocarcinoma: a case report.
Mucinous gastric carcinoma is a rare pathologic subtype of gastric adenocarcinoma. Whether the mucin behaves aggressively as in mucinous colorectal carcinoma is still controversial. Most mucinous gastric carcinomas are diagnosed from surgical specimens. The mucinous gastric carcinoma in this case report was discovered preoperatively according to its characteristic presentation. An upper gastrointestinal endoscopic examination showed a round protruding tumor of greater than 4 cm in size on the mid-body of the stomach; it had an uneven, friable and shiny surface. The surface was coated with a sticky layer of mucin-like substance, which persisted even after the aspiration of the gastric juice. Endoscopic ultrasonography (EUS) revealed a large heterogeneous hyperechoic tumor mass, originating from the mucosal and submucosal layers, on the body of the stomach. The mass was covered with a thick layer of hypoechoic amorphous substance. Hence, a mucin-producing tumor was suspected. Subsequent surgical biopsy proved the mass to be a moderately differentiated mucinous adenocarcinoma. This case illustrates the first endoscopic ultrasonographic report of an intraluminal mucin pool as a hypoechoic substance, which is quite different from the hyperechoic presentation of intramural mucin lakes. In preoperative evaluation, EUS is not only important for determining the depth of tumor invasion, but it is also useful in differentiating mucinous gastric carcinoma from nonmucinous gastric carcinoma.